
 
 

 
June 6, 2006 
 
Via Email  
 
Hon. Philip A. Amicone 
Mayor  
City of Yonkers 
City Hall  
40 South Broadway 
Yonkers, NY 10701 
 
Dear Mayor Amicone: 
 
On behalf of the American Lung Association of New York State, I write in support of 
Councilman Murtagh’s proposed amendment to Chapter 66 of the Code of the City of Yonkers 
concerning a prohibition of the use of leaf blowers between May 1 and September 30.  While we 
do not take a position on items with respect to the issue of noise, we do believe that there will be 
some very real health benefits that will accrue if this measure is enacted into law.  Equipment 
that has zero-emissions (rakes and brooms and electrically powered tools) is the healthy way to 
go.  There are many reasons why no-emissions technologies are best. 
 
First, air quality in your region is rather unhealthful.  Our annual report, State of the Air 2006,1 
finds that ozone air pollution in Westchester County (as observed at the State’s air pollution 
monitoring station in White Plains) fails our clean air test.  On 19 days over the three-year period 
2002-2004, the levels of pollution exceeded the federal health standard. 
 
Second, the United States Environmental Protection has declared that Westchester County is 
“out of attainment” for the federal ozone2 and fine particle3 health standards.  The New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation now has to draw up and implement pollution 
reduction plans to achieve healthful air in Westchester County by 2010.  By all accounts the 
effort to comply with the federal requirements and timetables will be a Herculean task.  All 
available emission sources will have to be examined to see what type of reductions can be 
achieved. 
 

                                                 
1 See http://www.alanys.org  
2 http://www.epa.gov/ozonedesignations/regions/region2desig.htm  
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Third, small sources of emissions can add up to be big polluters.  As you may know, one of the 
arguments against controlling small engines is that they are just that, small.  However, a 
lawnmower running for an hour emits the same amount of smog forming emission as that you 
would emit by driving a car for 8 hours.  Multiply this statistic with the number of engines in 
your area and you have a better idea of the contribution these small engines can make to your 
region’s poor air quality.  These small sources will also become a bigger percentage of the 
pollution pie as stringent emission limits are applied to other tailpipes and to smokestacks. 
   
Fourth, small engines do not have the sophisticated pollution control devices as a passenger 
vehicle has.  Thus, the level of pollution they belch out can be quite high.  For gasoline powered-
equipment, the emissions can cause or worsen ozone levels and also increase the amount of 
airborne cancer agents.  Gasoline has many cancer agents in it and these engines have no real 
emissions controls on them.  In addition, small engines that use two-stroke technology, where the 
gasoline and oil are mixed are particularly big polluters.  About thirty-percent of the fuel poured 
into these engines is directly emitted in the exhaust. 
 
Finally, states are limited by federal law as to what they can do to address the emissions from 
small engines.  Up until 2003, federal clean air laws provided states with the right to copy the 
California emission standards for small engines, which traditionally have been better than the 
ones that the US EPA has set.  The law was changed by Congress to bar states from replicating 
the California emission standards for lawn and garden equipment.  So we are at the mercy of the 
US EPA standard setting process when it comes to establishing emissions limits.  The options for 
states or local governments in New York are these: 

 Urge the US EPA to set stringent emissions limits for small engines (which EPA is 
inclined to do, but one industry player is making their job tough to accomplish); 

 Restrict the use of small engines; and, 
 Ban the use of equipment that runs on small engines. 

 
We wish there were more choices at our disposal to deal with this very important public health 
issue.  Given limited options, the American Lung Association of New York State is pleased to 
support Councilman Murtagh’s proposed amendment to section 66 of the Code of the City of 
Yonkers.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Peter M. Iwanowicz 
Vice President for Policy  
 
 
cc: Councilman Murtagh 
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